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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

^ 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

E><3 2. The present application was filed or entered the U.S. National Stage of the PCT 
after June 30, 2003. In accordance with the June 11, 2003, Notice waiving the 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(2)(i), copies of any U.S. patents and patent 
application publications are not attached. 



^ff^^Continuation Application 
of U.S. Application No. 09/703,727 
filed November 2, 2000 



K| 3. All of the references except U.S. Patent Nos. 6,243,206 and 6,583,937 were cited 
by or submitted to the Office in parent application No. 09/703,727, filed November 2, 
2000, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120. Thus, copies 
of these references are not attached. 37 CFR § 1.98(d). 



Respectfully submitted, 

Mario A. Costantino 
Registration No. 33,565 

Linda M. Saltiel 
Registration No. 51,122 

MAC:LMS/amw 



Date: December 15, 2003 

Oliff & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 
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09/540,874 Atty. Docket No. 
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05/31/00 



KOMATSUDA et al. 
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04/27/1999 



TAN ITS U et al. 
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Europe 
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EP 0 747 772 Al (w/abstract) 



12/11/1998 



Europe 



15 



EP 0 952 491 A2 



10/27/1999 



Europe 
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WO 99/36832 (w/abstract) 



07/22/1999 



WIPO 



17 



WO 99/49505 (w/abstract) 



09/30/1999 



WIPO 
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02/15/1989 



Japan 



19 



JP A 1-198759 (w/abstract) 



08/10/1989 



Japan 



20 
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05/19/1995 



Japan 



21 
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06/02/1995 



Japan 



22 



JP A 7-306304 (w/abstract) 



11/21/1995 



Japan 



23 



JP A 8-328261 (w/abstract) 



12/13/1996 



Japan 



24 



JP A 9-223661 (w/abstract) 



08/26/1997 



Japan 



25 



JP A 10-275771 (w/abstract) 



10/13/1998 



Japan 
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